[Problems in human genetics].
A survey is given of the objectives of human genetics as well as of the relations between neurology and human genetics. Genetic problems of spinal progressive muscular atrophy are discussed in greater detail. What is of fundamental importance for genetic research is a clear diagnostic classification of the respective form of spinal muscular atrophy by means of the electromyogram and muscular biopsy as well as a demarcation from other myopathies.